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The objective of this lecture is to present participants with an objective overview of  the development of juvenile justice philosophy in America since the late 1960’s through the present day (Tennessee juvenile law and philosophy will be noted as well). Historical facts will be presented with commentary that illustrates the influences of science and public opinion on current laws and policy. Strong emphasis will be given on illustrating what practices have been proven by scientific research to be effective at reducing delinquent behavior. The lecture will conclude with highlights on promising practices that communities can undertake to help reduce delinquency and keep youth safely in communities. 

Course Outline:

· A national perspective of the development of juvenile justice philosophy and research since 1967 and the U.S. Supreme Court decision, In Re: Gault
· Comment on Title 37, Tennessee Code, juvenile law and philosophy

· Public opinion impact on treatment of juveniles, mid 1990’s

· Stereotypes and myth-busting

· Overview of effective programs with scientific foundation

· Mention of recent brain research findings on adolescents

· Promising Possibilities for Communities      

